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PROMISES, PROMISES

IN THE 1960S, the Broadway musical “Promises, Promises” 
featured the music of Burt Bacharach and Hal David, with 
the musical’s title song bearing the unique marks of their 

musical collaborations. The song is upbeat and fun musi-
cally, yet when the lyrics are stripped away from the music 
we find a song about disillusionment and disappointment. 
The singer is moving on—having left behind a relationship 
scarred and marred by a string of broken promises—lament-
ing the wrong kind of promises that “take all the joy from 
life.”

For many, this is what makes marriage so challenging. It 
begins with promises. Promises that couples make to each 
other and to God. Promises that are sweeping in scope and 
difficult to maintain for a lifetime. Yet, although we seem to 
intuitively understand how enormous those promises are, we 
find ourselves surprised when we (or our spouses) fail to per-
fectly live up to them. The fact is that these promises outreach 
our abilities. If we are ever to live up to the promises contained 
in our marriage vows, we must have help.

To that end, we have produced this special edition of 
devotionals from Our Daily Bread. It is designed for 
engaged or married couples who desire to grow their rela-
tionship to a level that reaches beyond mere human prom-
ises to approach the ideals God had for us when He 

Introduction



established marriage in the paradise of Eden with our first 
parents. It is intended to help us realize not only our com-
mitments to one another but also our absolute dependence 
upon our Creator if we are to be able to fulfill those commit-
ments. 

You are invited to enter into the journey of building the 
most significant of human relationships—a marriage that 
will reach beyond promises to commitment. A marriage that 
can bring joy and fulfillment to our hearts and our homes. 
The Bible is where that journey takes shape. Join us.

                                   Bill Crowder
                                   Vice President of Teaching Content



FIRST CORINTHIANS 13 is often read 
at weddings. Yet even optimistic 
newlyweds will eventually fail to 

love. The only individual who per-
fectly fulfills this love chapter is Jesus. 

Pastor F. B. Meyer (1847–1929) wrote, “Jesus sits for His 
portrait in these glowing sentences, and every clause is true 
of Him. Substitute His name for ‘love’ throughout the chap-
ter, and see whether it is not an exact likeness.”

Let’s try that. “[Jesus] suffers long and is kind; [Jesus] does not 
envy; [Jesus] . . . does not behave rudely, does not seek its 
own, . . . does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth; 
bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things. [Jesus] never fails” (1 COR. 13:4-8).

Yes, Jesus is the perfect example of love. Yet Paul wrote to 
describe how we are meant to love others. He knew, though, 
that we need more than to read about Christ’s example of 
love; we need to experience His love by receiving Him into 
our lives as Lord and Savior. If we have done that, Paul 
declared, “the love of God has been poured out in our hearts 
by the Holy Spirit” (ROM. 5:5). Only then will we be able to 
love others as Jesus does, by allowing Him to love them 
through us.  —Joanie Yoder

To know love, open your heart to Jesus. 
To show love, open your heart to others.

HOW CAN WE LOVE?
Monday

Love never fails. 
1 CORINTHIANS 13:8



1 Though I speak with  
the tongues of men and of 
angels, but have not love,  
I have become sounding 
brass or a clanging cymbal.  
2 And though I have the gift 
of prophecy, and understand 
all mysteries and all know-
ledge, and though I have all 
faith, so that I could remove 
mountains, but have not 
love, I am nothing. 3 And 
though I bestow all my 
goods to feed the poor, and 
though I give my body to 

be burned, but have not 
love, it profits me nothing.

4 Love suffers long and is 
kind; love does not envy; 
love does not parade itself,  
is not puffed up; 5 does not 
behave rudely, does not  
seek its own, is not 
provoked, thinks no evil;  
6 does not rejoice in iniquity, 
but rejoices in the truth;  
7 bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, 
endures all things.

8 Love never fails. 

Today’s Bible Reading
1 CORINTHIANS 13:1-8



IF RECENT POLLS can be trusted, an  
upsurge of Lone Ranger spirituality 
is occurring in the United States. 

Church attendance is down. Biblical 
beliefs are being abandoned. More 
and more of our fellow citizens are 
looking inward, online, and out-of-
doors for the uplift they once sought in church sanctuaries. 

How different from Jesus! He made it His practice to join 
in synagogue services regularly (LUKE 4:16). But today, people 
no longer take Him as an example. They settle for what is 
loosely called “spirituality” and try to nurture their souls with-
out the timeless traditions of congregational praise, prayer, 
biblical instruction, and edifying fellowship. 

To gather regularly with other worshipers is an uplifting 
source of comfort, inspiration, and emotional strength. The 
Bible urges us not to forsake “the assembling of ourselves 
together” (HEB. 10:25).

We should, of course, have regular devotional times by 
ourselves. Just as surely, we need the blessing of uniting with 
other believers for worship and fellowship. We need to spend 
time together “in order to stir up love and good works” (v.24). 
What better way to do this than with your spouse!  —Vernon 

Grounds

Christians are like coals of fire— 
together, they glow; apart, they grow cold.

WE NEED ONE ANOTHER

Tuesday

As His custom 
was, [Jesus] went 

into the synagogue 
on the  

Sabbath day. 
LUKE 4:16



19 Therefore, brethren, 
having boldness to enter the 
Holiest by the blood of Jesus, 
20 by a new and living way 
which He consecrated for us, 
through the veil, that is, His 
flesh, 21and having a High 
Priest over the house of God, 
22 let us draw near with a true 
heart in full assurance of faith, 
having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience and 
our bodies washed with pure 

water. 23 Let us hold fast the 
confession of our hope 
without wavering, for He 
who promised is faithful.  
24 And let us consider one 
another in order to stir up 
love and good works, 25 not 
forsaking the assembling  
of ourselves together, as is 
the manner of some, but 
exhorting one another, and 
so much the more as you see 
the Day approaching.

Today’s Bible Reading
HEBREWS 10:19-25



EARLY IN THEIR MARRIAGE, the well-
known preacher W. E. Sangster 
(1900–1960) told his wife,“I can’t 

be a good husband and a good minis-
ter. I am going to be a good minister.” 

Sangster was in demand as a 
preacher and lecturer and was often 
away on speaking tours. When he was at home, he seldom took 
his wife out for dinner or an evening of entertainment. Nor did 
he help with household chores. His son noted these failings, yet 
out of respect for his father he wrote, “If a ‘good husband’ is a 
man who loves his wife absolutely . . . and dedicates himself to 
a cause that is greater than both of them, then my father was as 
good a husband as a minister.” 

No doubt Sangster was committed to his wife, but I 
believe he could have been a better husband and a better 
minister if he had been more concerned for her needs than 
for his busy schedule. 

Many people in responsible positions have demands placed 
upon them, some that are unavoidable. But if a Christian hus-
band takes seriously Paul’s instruction to love his wife “as 
Christ also loved the church,” he will find ways to give of 
himself for her, even in little things. That’s how Christ, our 
example, loved the church.  —Herb Vander Lugt

Be careful that your marriage doesn’t become a duel 
instead of a duet.

A GOOD HUSBAND

Wednesday

Husbands, love 
your wives, just as 
Christ also loved 

the church. 
EPHESIANS 5:25



25 Husbands, love your 
wives, just as Christ also 
loved the church and gave 
Himself for her, 26 that He 
might sanctify and cleanse 
her with the washing of 
water by the word, 27 that He 
might present her to Himself 
a glorious church, not having 
spot or wrinkle or any such 

thing, but that she should be 
holy and without blemish.  
28 So husbands ought to  
love their own wives as their 
own bodies; he who loves  
his wife loves himself. 29 For 
no one ever hated his own 
flesh, but nourishes and 
cherishes it, just as the Lord 
does the church.

Today’s Bible Reading
EPHESIANS 5:25-29



WHEN PASTOR Howard Sug-
den performed the wed-
ding ceremony for my 

husband and me, he emphasized that 
we were participating in a miracle. 
We believed him, but we didn’t com-
prehend the size of the miracle 
needed to hold two people together, 
much less become one.

After many years, I realize that the marriage, not the wed-
ding, was the real miracle. Anyone can have a wedding, but 
only God can create a marriage.

One definition of wed is “to cause to adhere devotedly or 
stubbornly.” For some couples, “stubborn” is a more accurate 
description of their relationship than “devoted.” 

God has in mind something much better for us than a stub-
born refusal to divorce. The union of marriage is so strong 
that we become “one flesh.” God wants marriage to be the 
way it was when He first created Eve from Adam (GEN. 2:21-
24). That’s what Jesus was explaining to the Pharisees when 
they asked Him, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for 
just any reason?” (MATT. 19:3). Jesus replied, “A man shall . . . be 
joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh” (v.5).

To pledge your life to another is indeed an act of faith that 
requires belief in miracles. Thankfully, God is in the business 
of creating marriages.  —Julie Ackerman Link

A happy marriage is a union of two good forgivers.

THE MIRACLE OF MARRIAGE

Thursday

Adam said:  
“This is now  

bone of my bones 
and flesh of my 

flesh.” 
GENESIS 2:23



1 Now it came to pass, 
when Jesus had finished these 
sayings, that He departed 
from Galilee and came to the 
region of Judea beyond the 
Jordan. 2 And great multitudes 
followed Him, and He healed 
them there.

3 The Pharisees also came 
to Him, testing Him, and 
saying to Him, “Is it lawful 
for a man to divorce his wife 
for just any reason?”

4 And He answered and 
said to them, “Have you not 
read that He who made 
them at the beginning ‘made 
them male and female,’ 5 and 
said, ‘For this reason a man 

shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his 
wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh’? 6 So then, 
they are no longer two but 
one flesh. Therefore what 
God has joined together, let 
not man separate.”

7 They said to Him, 
“Why then did Moses 
command to give a 
certificate of divorce, and to 
put her away?”

8 He said to them, 
“Moses, because of the 
hardness of your hearts, 
permitted you to divorce 
your wives, but from the 
beginning it was not so.”

Today’s Bible Reading
MATTHEW 19:1-8



THROUGH HER books and lectures, 
Edith Schaeffer has become much 
appreciated for her insights into 

the value of life’s ordinary days. When 
she and her husband Francis were first 
married, both sets of parents lived 
nearby. The newly weds divided each Sunday afternoon and 
evening between the Schaeffers and the Sevilles. 

After a few years, Edith and Francis moved to Switzerland, 
where they could talk with their parents only once a year in a 
brief phone conversation.

Looking back half a century later, Edith wrote of being 
glad for the way they had used those Sunday afternoons. She 
noted that “proximity of loved ones is not an endless situa-
tion.” She concluded that a package labeled “time to care for 
parents and exhibit love” doesn’t just arrive someday. We 
must show love while we can.

The fifth of the Ten Commandments says: “Honor your father 
and your mother, that your days may be long upon the land which 
the LORD your God is giving you” (EX. 20:12). The command to 
love and respect our parents applies equally to children living at 
home, newly independent young couples, and empty-nesters.

How might we put this into action? We could plan a regu-
lar time to call a family member; help an aged relative with a 
project or housework; or write a letter to someone we love 
but cannot visit. —David McCasland

Time is one of the greatest gifts 
we can give each other.

THE GIFT OF FAMILY 
Friday

Honor your  
father and your 

mother.  
EXODUS 20:12



2 “I am the LORD your 
God, who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage.

3 “You shall have no other 
gods before Me.

4 “You shall not make for 
yourself a carved image . . . ,  
5 you shall not bow down to 
them nor serve them. For I, 
the LORD your God, am a 
jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon 
the children to the third and 
fourth generations of those 
who hate Me, 6 but showing 
mercy to thousands, to those 
who love Me and keep My 
commandments.

7 “You shall not take the 
name of the LORD your God 
in vain, for the LORD will 
not hold him guiltless who 
takes His name in vain. 

8 “Remember the Sabbath 
day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days 
you shall labor and do all your 
work, 10 but the seventh day is 
the Sabbath of the LORD your 
God. In it you shall do no 

work: you, nor your son, nor 
your daughter, nor your male 
servant, nor your female 
servant, nor your cattle, nor 
your stranger who is within 
your gates. 11 For in six days 
the LORD made the heavens 
and the earth, the sea, and all 
that is in them, and rested the 
seventh day. Therefore the 
LORD blessed the Sabbath day 
and hallowed it.

12 “Honor your father and 
your mother, that your days 
may be long upon the land 
which the LORD your God is 
giving you. 

13 “You shall not murder. 
14 “You shall not commit 

adultery. 
15 “You shall not steal. 
16 “You shall not bear false 

witness against your neighbor. 
17 “You shall not covet your 

neighbor’s house; you shall 
not covet your neighbor’s 
wife, nor his male servant, nor 
his female servant, nor his ox, 
nor his donkey, nor anything 
that is your neighbor’s.”

Today’s Bible Reading
EXODUS 20:2-17



EXPECTATIONS IN  
MARRIAGE

SO WHAT’S IN IT FOR ME?” It’s a question worth asking about 
marriage, and not without reason.

• To the high school girl, it’s her wedding day, a 
white gown, four beautiful bridesmaids, candles, flowers, and 
a friend-filled reception.

• To the newlyweds, it’s shared vows, intimacy, friendship, 
and adventure.

• To the couple married 15 years, it’s children, companion-
ship, and building.

• To those married 35 years, it’s watching grandchildren 
grow, the first signs of aging, and slowing down.

• To those who value God above all else, marriage provides 
a testing ground of faith—a laboratory of the heart that has 
promise not only for this life but for the life to come.

People change, situations differ, and dreams are shattered. 
But the same God who made marriage made it to endure the 
disappointments and predictable seasons of life that mark all 
good relationships. God can help us grow through the cycles 
of (1) expectation, (2) covenant making, (3) disillusionment, 
and (4) growing fulfillment.

Keep in mind, however, that the issue is not just what our 
Lord says about marriage. Solutions are found by discovering 
what He has said about basic issues of faith and character and 
then applying those perspectives to the seasons of marriage. 
 Let’s take a look at some of the more common expectations 
people have for marriage today. 

For Your Weekend



Our Expectations. Our society, both religious and secular, has 
established expectations for the marriage relationship:

1. Marriage will meet my needs.
• The need for affection and • The need for conversation.

sexual intimacy. • The need for financial security.
• The need to leave home. • The need for social acceptance.
• The need for family. • The need for companionship.

Many of these expectations reflect reasonable and even 
God-given desires. The problem comes, however, when we 
pursue these desires with shortsighted strategies and motives.

Many enter into marriage expecting it to solve their prob-
lems. A daughter who cannot tolerate any longer the anger 
and coldness of her father or the criticism of her step-mother 
may get married merely to get out of the house. A son who 
feels that he isn’t respected by his parents may see marriage as 
a way of finding some of the personal affirmation he longs for. 
Yet all too often those who enter into marriage to solve their 
problems end up in the humiliation of a divorce court saying, 
“She [or he] just isn’t meeting my needs, your honor.”
 Why don’t couples see this coming? Part of the answer is 
that many of them assume that . . .
 2. Marriage will change him/her. Many enter marriage 
with a predetermined idea of what they want their partner 
to become. They may disclose it a little before the wedding, 
but it becomes all too obvious soon enough. 
 John, a student in seminary, was looking for his concept 
of an ideal pastor’s wife. He wanted a woman who would be 
an excellent hostess, who would promote him in every way, 
who could speak to women’s groups, who would be content 
to live in the parsonage next door to the church, who could 
live thriftily on a tight budget, who would produce two 



children on schedule (preferably a boy and a girl), and who 
would always be upbeat and happy.
 It wasn’t long into his marriage before the trouble began. 
Becky was sometimes moody and sad. She wanted a little 
money to spend without having to account to him for every 
penny. She hated speaking to any group. The first baby didn’t 
come on schedule, and she was often ill. The more John pushed 
Becky to fill his expectations, the more she withdrew. She sim-
ply could not fit his ideal, no matter how much he pressured her. 
To avoid such mistakes, some people try the opposite approach.
 3. Marriage can be as free as we let it be. Some enter mar-
riage with another, more subtle expectation. They are gener-
ous in offering their partner a great deal of latitude and 
freedom—more than the partner is comfortable with. But at a 
high price. They want even more freedom for themselves. In 
return, they expect few demands to be made on them. It’s a 
live-and-let-live approach. “I won’t ask any questions, and I 
don’t expect you to ask any either.” 
 Such attitudes are quite different from . . .

God’s Expectations. The Bible shows that God’s expectations 
for marriage are apt to be different from our own. When God 
said, “It is not good for man to be alone,” and when He created 
Eve as an answer to that aloneness, He did more than just 
make a provision for man’s needs. The rest of the Bible shows 
that God has the following expectations for marriage.

 1. Marriage will enable us to serve someone else’s needs. In writ-
ing his New Testament letter to the Corinthians, the apostle Paul 
made it clear that those who are married can expect not only the 
joys of the relationship but also the responsibilities that come 
with it (1 COR. 7:28-35). Paul indicated that in committing them-



selves to one another, husbands and wives actually must spend 
much of their time working hard to please one another (vv.33-34).
 In one sense, Paul said that such a relationship, while not 
wrong (v.28), actually limits the amount of time that a person 
can spend in undistracted service to the Lord. Paul must have 
been very aware that much of what he accomplished as a travel-
ing ambassador for Christ could not have been accomplished if 
he had the responsibilities and cares of a wife, home, and fam-
ily. For all of its joys, marriage has responsibilities that limit our 
freedom to serve God in an unencumbered way. Our Lord 
knows that when we marry, we are choosing to serve Him by 
serving the needs of our partner. Over time, we even have to 
learn how to keep the marital commitment from rivaling our 
commitment to, and dependence on, the Lord.
 That brings us to a second expectation. While we might 
enter into marriage hoping to change our partner, God’s 
expectation is that . . .
 2. Marriage will change us for the better. Scripture doesn’t 
tell us to make sure our life-partner loves, respects, and gives 
us all the affectional, financial, and physical satisfaction we 
long for. The Bible never promises that God will make our 
mates into the kind of people we pray they will be. It does tell 
us, however, what kind of a heart God can enable us to have if 
we do our part in bringing out the best in our mate.
 Marriage by its very nature demands our own spiritual 
growth. For us to live with and love someone else “for better, 
for worse; for richer, for poorer; in sickness and in health” 
requires that we learn to put his or her interests ahead of our 
own. Such love is a general biblical principle (PHIL. 2:1-4), but 
the closeness and responsibilities of marriage give us an ideal 
setting to help us learn the real meaning of love.



 By its very nature, marriage demands commitment, risk, and 
unselfish investment. For a couple to achieve the unity and 
love and loyalty and blessing God expects, they must take 
giant strides of personal growth. They must learn how and 
when to abandon personal rights so they can experience the 
richness that comes when the true needs of others (not the 
selfish demands) are put before their own desires.
 As a husband and wife learn to love in this way, they 
become a window through which others can see the kingdom 
of God at work. As they surrender themselves to the Spirit and 
rule of God, they become exhibits of the kind of spirituality 
that God designed marriage to produce. Friends, children, and 
extended family are given a chance to see the kind of faithful 
love, honesty, moral courage, true humility, incredible patience, 
and tender understanding God can give in marriage. People 
will not see manipulative or fearful compliance that so often 
marks marriage. They will see honest caring and friendship.
 This kind of love requires us to focus not primarily on our 
mate’s faults but on our own motives and actions. Such love, 
however, does not give us permission to assume, “If I don’t 
demand anything of you, then you won’t demand anything of 
me.” God’s expectation is that in the most intimate and inter-
dependent way . . .
 3. Marriage will place us under the mutual spirit of love. 
The Bible makes it clear that when a man and woman join in 
marriage, they become one. And the controlling factor of 
their oneness is their mutual commitment to care for one 
another’s well-being for as long as they both live.
 This commitment to love means that we must always be look-
ing for positive ways to bring out the best in our mates. It also 
means that after dealing with our own faults and sins (MATT. 7:1-5), 



we will find timely and sensitive ways to discourage significant 
faults in one another. Proverbs 27:6 reminds us that to be faithful, 
a friend must sometimes say things that will be painful to hear.
 The Bible does not give permission to nag, harp, or harshly 
criticize one another. Proverbs says that it is better to live on the 
roof than in a big house with a brawling or contentious woman 
(21:9). But with love comes the responsibility to do everything 
possible to bring out the best in a mate rather than the worst. 
Love will not let us indulge the immorality or support the 
destructive addictions of our partner. As our God shows us by 
His own example, love is tough when circumstances call for it.
 The most significant of God’s expectations for marriage, 
however, seems to be reflected in His intent that . . .
 4. Marriage will be a picture of Christ’s relationship to the 
church. God’s expectation is that husbands and wives will 
develop an enduring love by keeping their eyes on the “mar-
riage” between Christ and His church (2 COR. 11:2; EPH. 5:22-33). 
After urging both husbands and wives to see their distinct roles 
defined by the relationship between Christ and the church, the 
apostle Paul wrote: “We are members of His body, of His flesh 
and of His bones. For this reason a man shall leave his father 
and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh. This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ 
and the church” (EPH. 5:30-32).
 These expectations of God offer great promise for a new 
or restored marriage. They are expectations that lift us above 
ourselves, and call from us the kind of love that has its source 
in God.



IREMEMBER THE DAY our secondhand 
refrigerator finally broke down. As 
a young newlywed employed by a 

Christian ministry, I didn’t have much 
money to spend on repairs. Not 
knowing where to turn for reliable 
help, I called a friend in the electrical 
business. He assured me that he 
would handle the problem. Later that evening, I found a 
brand-new refrigerator in our kitchen. I asked myself, “What 
did I do to deserve such help?”

It’s easy to think we deserve the help that others graciously 
give us. When we’re successful, we tend to assume that we 
deserve our possessions. Success goes to our head. It makes us 
proud and can even turn us away from God.

In Deuteronomy 9, we read of God’s reminder to Israel 
about the reason they would be successful. God wanted His 
people to remember that He was leading them into the land 
to fulfill His purpose and promises. They would succeed 
because of Him, not because of their own righteousness (vv.4-
5). He knew they would be tempted to become ungrateful 
after they were prospering in the Promised Land.

Ungratefulness is a temptation for us today as well. If our 
endeavors are successful, let’s make sure we are thankful to 
God for His goodness, help, and protection.  —Albert Lee

We don’t need more to be thankful for,  
we just need to be more thankful.

HOW DESERVING ARE WE?
Monday

The LORD your 
God is not giving 

you this good 
land to possess 
because of your 
righteousness. 
DEUTERONOMY 9:6



1 “Hear, O Israel: You are 
to cross over the Jordan 
today, and go in to dispossess 
nations greater and mightier 
than yourself, cities great  
and fortified up to heaven,  
2 a people great and tall, the 
descendants of the Anakim, 
whom you know, and of 
whom you heard it said, 
‘Who can stand before the 
descendants of Anak?’  
3 Therefore understand today 
that the LORD your God is 
He who goes over before 
you as a consuming fire. He 
will destroy them and bring 
them down before you; so 
you shall drive them out and 
destroy them quickly, as the 
LORD has said to you.

4 “Do not think in your 
heart, after the LORD your 
God has cast them out before 

you, saying, ‘Because of my 
righteousness the LORD has 
brought me in to possess this 
land’; but it is because of the 
wickedness of these nations 
that the LORD is driving them 
out from before you. 5 It is not 
because of your righteousness 
or the uprightness of your 
heart that you go in to possess 
their land, but because of the 
wickedness of these nations 
that the LORD your God 
drives them out from before 
you, and that He may fulfill 
the word which the LORD 
swore to your fathers, to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  
6 Therefore understand that 
the LORD your God is not 
giving you this good land to 
possess because of your 
righteousness, for you are a 
stiff-necked people.”

Today’s Bible Reading
DEUTERONOMY 9:1-6



SEVERAL YEARS AGO, I read about a 
young husband who forgot that 
he was married. According to 

the newspaper account, the day after 
the newlyweds returned from their 
honeymoon, the husband was 3 hours 
late getting home from the office. 
Dinner was burned—and his bride 
was burning mad. He had absent-
mindedly gone to his mother’s house!

That’s a funny story. But when people who belong to the 
Savior suffer from a similar memory problem, it’s not very 
humorous. The apostle Peter reminded those of us who have 
entered into a relationship with Jesus that we are not what we 
used to be. As God’s people, we should always keep in mind 
that we have been cleansed from our old sins (2 PETER 1:9) and 
that we have a new purpose in life. 

We who are united to Christ need to remind ourselves 
continually that we belong to Him, and we are to choose to 
live for His glory. By studying the Scriptures, communing 
with the Father, and fellowshiping with His children, we can 
avoid the spiritual identity crisis of forgetting who we are.

Believer, you have been spiritually reborn into God’s fam-
ily. Failing to remember this will result in something far more 
serious than a burned dinner (vv.8-11).  —Mart De Haan II 

Your identity crisis is resolved  
when you identify with Christ. 

IDENTITY CRISIS

Tuesday

He who lacks 
these things is 

shortsighted, even 
to blindness, and 
has forgotten that 
he was cleansed 
from his old sins.

2 PETER 1:9



1 Simon Peter, a bond 
servant and apostle of Jesus 
Christ, to those who have 
obtained like precious faith 
with us by the righteousness 
of our God and Savior Jesus 
Christ:

2 Grace and peace be 
multiplied to you in the 
knowledge of God and of 
Jesus our Lord, 3 as His 
divine power has given to us 
all things that pertain to life 
and godliness, through the 
knowledge of Him who 
called us by glory and 
virtue, 4 by which have been 
given to us exceedingly 
great and precious promises, 
that through these you may 
be partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is in the 
world through lust.

5 But also for this very 
reason, giving all diligence, 

add to your faith virtue,  
to virtue knowledge,  
6 to know     ledge self-control, 
to self-control perseverance, 
to perseverance godliness,  
7 to godliness brotherly 
kindness, and to brotherly 
kindness love. 8 For if these 
things are yours and abound, 
you will be neither barren nor 
unfruitful in the know ledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  
9 For he who lacks these 
things is shortsighted, even 
to blindness, and has 
forgotten that he was 
cleansed from his old sins.

10 Therefore, brethren, be 
even more diligent to make 
your call and election sure, 
for if you do these things you 
will never stumble; 11 for so 
an entrance will be supplied 
to you abundantly into the 
everlasting kingdom of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Today’s Bible Reading
2 PETER 1:1-11



NANCY ANDERSON says she grew 
lukewarm in her faith and 
thus believed the world’s lie: 

“I deserve to be happy.” This led to an 
extramarital affair that nearly ended 
her marriage. She wrote her book 
Avoiding The Greener Grass Syn-
drome to help keep her painful story of 
infidelity from “becoming someone 
else’s story.” 

In her book, Nancy offers six action suggestions on how 
to build “hedges” to protect your marriage and to help make 
“a good marriage great”:

HEAR—give a listening ear to your spouse.
ENCOURAGE—focus on positive qualities to build up your spouse. 
DATE—celebrate your marriage by playing and laughing together.
GUARD—establish safeguards by setting clear boundaries.
EDUCATE—study your mate to truly understand him or her.
SATISFY—meet each other’s needs.

The grass on the other side of the fence may look greener, 
but faithfulness to God and commitment to your spouse alone 
bring peace of mind and satisfaction.

When you avoid the greener-grass syndrome by loving and 
respecting your spouse, your marriage will be a picture of Christ 
and His church to those around you (EPH. 5:31-32).  —Anne Cetas

Jesus Christ is the only third party in a marriage  
who can make it work.

AVOIDING THE GREENER GRASS

Wednesday

Let each one of 
you . . . so love 
his own wife as 
himself, and let 
the wife see that 
she respects her 

husband. 
EPHESIANS 5:33



30 For we are members of 
His body, of His flesh and of 
His bones. 31 “For this reason a 
man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his 
wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh.” 32 This is a 

great mystery, but I speak con-
cerning Christ and the church. 

33 Nevertheless let each 
one of you in particular so 
love his own wife as himself, 
and let the wife see that she 
respects her husband.

11 Not that I speak in 
regard to need, for I have 
learned in whatever state I 
am, to be content: 12 I know 
how to be abased, and I 
know how to abound. 

Everywhere and in all things 
I have learned both to be full 
and to be hungry, both to 
abound and to suffer need.  
13 I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens me. 

Today’s Bible Reading
EPHESIANS 5:30-33

PHILIPPIANS 4:11-13



MY DOG WHITAKER and I like 
to take early-morning walks 
through the woods. He runs 

ahead while I amble along, meditating 
or praying. I know where we’re going; he’s not sure. I stay on 
the trail and he trots ahead—sniffing, investigating, and tak-
ing occasional forays into the forest to chase real or imagined 
chipmunks.

Though Whit is ahead, I’m leading. Every so often he 
checks to see where I am. If I’ve turned back toward home or 
gone on to another trail, I hear his pounding feet and panting 
breath as he races to catch up with me. If I hide behind some 
brush, he runs to the last place he saw me and tracks me down. 
Then we walk the trail together again.

It’s like that with God’s leading. He knows the way because 
He has prepared the way. But sometimes we may not see 
Him—so we do our best to go where He wants by following 
the guidance of His Word. Other times it may seem as if He 
is hidden from us. His pace may not be as fast as we would 
like, or we wish He would slow down.

Just as Whitaker keeps looking back at me, you and your 
spouse need to look to God at every important juncture you 
come to. You need to rely on the direction of His Spirit.

That’s what I thought about today while I was walking with 
Whitaker.  —Dave Egner

If you want God to lead you,  
be willing to follow.

A WALK WITH WHITAKER

Thursday

He leads me.  
PSALM 23:2



1 The LORD is my 
shepherd; I shall not want.

2 He makes me to lie down 
in green pastures; He leads 
me beside the still waters.

3 He restores my soul;  
He leads me in the paths  
of righteousness for His 
name’s sake.

4 Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear 

no evil; for You are with me; 
Your rod and Your staff, 
they comfort me.

5 You prepare a table before 
me in the presence of my 
enemies; You anoint my head 
with oil; my cup runs over.

6 Surely goodness and 
mercy shall follow me all 
the days of my life; and I 
will dwell in the house of 
the LORD forever.

Today’s Bible Reading
PSALM 23



WHEN MY WIFE had dental 
surgery, she was out of 
commission for the week-

end. While she was recuperating, I had 
the daunting task of taking care of her 
and the kids. I cooked, washed dishes, 
made special trips to the store for her, 
and bathed the kids. When I saw all I 
had done, I thought to myself, I deserve extra credit and recip-
rocal service when she gets better. Before I gave myself too many 
pats on the back, however, the Holy Spirit reminded me that 
what I was doing was my privilege and duty as a Christian 
husband.

In Paul’s time, many believed the husband’s needs domi-
nated the household, and the wife existed to fulfill his needs and 
to serve him. The Christian view was quite different, how-
ever. Women were seen as persons of equal worth. The wife 
was transformed from an accessory to a person of intrinsic 
value, becoming the focus of her husband’s concern. Instead 
of demanding that she live for him, he was to serve her! 

Ephesians 5:25 portrays Christ as loving the church and 
giving Himself for her. And verse 29 indicates that Jesus nour-
ishes and cares for her. As husbands pursue Christlikeness, 
they have the privilege and duty to sacrifice, nurture, and care 
for their wives.  —Marvin Williams

If you think it’s possible to love your wife too much,  
you probably haven’t loved her enough.

FOR HER

Friday

Husbands,  
love your wives, 

just as Christ also 
loved the church 
and gave Himself 

for her.
EPHESIANS 5:25



18 And do not be drunk 
with wine, in which is 
dissipation; but be filled with 
the Spirit, 19 speaking to one 
another in psalms and hymns 
and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody in your 
heart to the Lord, 20 giving 
thanks always for all things to 
God the Father in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
21submitting to one another in 
the fear of God. 22 Wives, 

submit to your own husbands, 
as to the Lord. 23 For the 
husband is head of the wife, 
as also Christ is head of the 
church; and He is the Savior 
of the body. 24 Therefore, just 
as the church is subject to 
Christ, so let the wives be to 
their own husbands in 
everything. 25 Husbands, love 
your wives, just as Christ 
also loved the church and 
gave Himself for her. 

Today’s Bible Reading
EPHESIANS 5:18-25



COVENANT OF MARRIAGE

THE RELATIVES AND FRIENDS ARE SEATED. The organ is 
playing softly while candles flicker in the background. 
The attendants are standing in place. The father has 

said, “Her mother and I.” The soloist has just finished. 
The audience is silent. The minister speaks. “Please join 

hands and repeat after me. I, James, take you, Susan . . .”
Expectation moves into reality through the exchanging of 

vows. The man and woman make solemn promises before God, 
family, and friends that they will “love, honor, and cherish” one 
another until “death us do part.” By repeating vows and signing 
the license, a man and woman enter into a covenant relation-
ship that embodies all that God intended for marriage.

Exchanged vows also anticipate those times of married life 
that are always more than we bargained for. The covenant 
anticipates those experiences of life in which marriage, with 
its unexpected twists and turns, reaches deeper, becomes 
more absorbing, and pulls more out of us than we ever antici-
pated. “Worse,” “poorer,” and “sickness,” do happen. 

And when they do, we can go back again and again to the 
promises we made to one another. Understanding what the 
Lord intended those vows to mean—at a depth we could not 
have anticipated when we made them—will help us over and 
over again as we experience all that marriage is.

A Lifetime Commitment. When a man and woman say, “I do,” 
they are vowing to each other before the Lord that they will stay 
together until one of them dies. The Lord Jesus clearly taught 
what God expected when He said: “Have you not read that He 
who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ 

For Your Weekend



and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother 
and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 
So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what 
God has joined together, let not man separate” (MATT. 19:4-6).

“But what about divorce?” someone asked the Lord. “Isn’t 
that always an option? Can’t I keep a back door open just in 
case it doesn’t work out?” Jesus replied: “Moses, because of the 
hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, 
but from the beginning it was not so. And I say to you, who-
ever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and mar-
ries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who 
is divorced commits adultery” (MATT. 19:8-9).

The marriage vow is the verbal expression of a lifelong com-
mitment made in the mind and heart. That’s God’s design. The 
richest fulfillment of the promise of marriage is anchored in that 
concept. When we say in the vow, “from this day forward,” we 
mean a lifetime. This promise is not made to be broken (ECCL. 5:4).

Yes, such commitment is limiting. But it also sets a man or 
woman free to concentrate on the task of living out and adjust-
ing and improving a loving relationship through the sincere 
give-and-take of life. Such a covenant allows husband and wife 
to give one another the gift of a vowed love—a lifetime prom-
ise—that will carry them through physical illness and diver-
gent interests and job pressures and problems with teenagers 
and unbelievable stress in the relationship. So complex—yet 
so simple. “I made a promise, and with the help of God I intend 
to keep it. I’m a person of my word. I’m in this for life.”

A Shared Identity. In the fulfillment of the marital cove-
nant, two become one. The man no longer lives only for 
himself, nor the woman only for herself. A new unity, a new 
diversity, a new family is established. Both remain distinct 



persons. Yet, from the Bible’s point of view, two now share a 
mystery of oneness. The apostle Paul wrote: 

So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own 
bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever 
hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as 
the Lord does the church.For we are members of His body, of 
His flesh and of His bones. For this reason a man shall leave 
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh. This is a great mystery, but I speak 
concerning Christ and the church (EPH. 5:28-32).

As the church is united to Christ, so woman and man 
become one. They walk up the aisle a diversity—a man and 
woman apart. They come back down the aisle as one flesh—a 
shared identity. Different backgrounds, families, educations, 
hurts, habits—yet now, in covenant, they are one . . . When he 
is stationed in the Middle East and she must stay in New Jersey; 
when she is struggling through the first trimester of a difficult 
pregnancy; when he is told that his job has been phased out and 
she gets a promotion; when she contracts Multiple Sclerosis or 
he hears the words, “I’m sorry, but the cancer is inoperable”; 
when he must devote a lot of time to caring for his aged parents.

Yes, the man and woman are one. These two unique peo-
ple have promised to walk the pathway of life together as one 
in a new, shared identity.

An Exclusive Relationship. The covenant relationship the 
man and woman enter when they say their vows calls for total 
faithfulness. Husband and wife are to love and be true to and 
cherish each other—exclusively! The man is to be true to his 
wife and she to him. The Bible gives no ground on this point. 
“Can a man take fire to his bosom, and his clothes not be burned? 



Can one walk on hot coals, and his feet not be seared? So is he 
who goes in to his neighbor’s wife; whoever touches her shall not 
be innocent” (PROV. 6:27-29). Current social practices notwith-
standing, the covenant of marriage is with one person only. 

Paul told Titus to have the older women of the church at 
Crete teach the younger women “to love their husbands, to 
love their children, to be discreet, chaste” (TITUS 2:4-5).

The seventh commandment given at Sinai is, “You shall not 
commit adultery” (EX. 20:14). Jesus repeated this commandment 
(MATT. 19:18). And Paul named adultery first in his list of the 
sins of the flesh (GAL. 5:19).

“I pledge you my faithfulness.” About these words, Mike 
Mason wrote, “This is how we must love one another, with a 
vowed love that is not dependent on happiness nor any of the 
external hallmarks of success. Where is such love to begin if 
it does not begin with the one closest to us, the life partner 
whom we have chosen out of all the other people in the world 
as the apple of our eye?” (The Mystery Of Marriage, p.106).

From this commitment onward, the man and woman are 
expected to be true to each other. This is God’s expectation for 
marriage. And if they follow it, they will experience the won-
derful promise of marriage. Because of this, we will concentrate 
our love on our mate; we will not be disloyal; we will not initi-
ate nor encourage flirtations; we will flee temptation.

Oh, we will be tested. From within our own deceitful hearts, 
and from outside, will come urges to ignore that vow. The 
promise of marriage is built on a covenant, on the integrity of 
our word still being intact when one of us is called home.

Only by remaining true to our word, and only by a deep 
desire to trust God’s plan, can we weather the next important 
phase of marriage (see the next weekend feature article). 



THERE’S AN AMUSING STORY about 
a judge in a divorce case who 
asked the husband, “Will you 

tell the court what passed between 
you and your wife during your big 
argument that caused you to seek this 
separation?” “I will,” said the husband. “It was a rolling pin, 
six plates, and a frying pan!”

Beneath the humor of this story is a disturbing truth. Many 
couples destroy their marriage by engaging in tension-produc-
ing arguments rather than strengthening it by constructive 
communication. They fail to make the necessary effort to 
maintain peace and love within the bonds of matrimony. 
Their relationship becomes characterized by selfishness and 
distrust instead of love for the Lord and for each other. 

Michael Guido comments, “It’s wonderful when two souls 
are joined by the Lord for life. With His help they should 
strengthen each other in labor, rest on each other in sorrow, and 
care for each other in sickness.”  

Learn to overlook the faults of your spouse. With God’s 
help, always try to fulfill His pattern for marriage. When dif-
ferences arise, pray about them together and learn to build a 
relationship of trust, respect, and understanding. Only then 
will your home become a place of joy and spiritual delight—a 
place of communion, not combat.  —Henry Bosch

Marriages may be made in heaven,  
but they have to be worked out here on earth.

COMMUNION OR COMBAT?
Monday

Endeavoring to 
keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the 
bond of peace.

EPHESIANS 4:3



1 I, therefore, the prisoner of 
the Lord, beseech you to walk 
worthy of the calling with 
which you were called, 2 with 
all lowliness and gentleness, 
with longsuffering, bearing 
with one another in love,  
3 endeavoring to keep the 

unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace. 4 There is one body 
and one Spirit, just as you were 
called in one hope of your 
calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism; 6 one God and 
Father of all, who is above all, 
and through all, and in you all.

Today’s Bible Reading
EPHESIANS 4:1-6



HOW WOULD YOU ANSWER if 
Jesus were to ask you, “What 
do you seek?” (JOHN 1:38). Would 

you ask Him for health and fitness? A 
better job? A happier marriage? Finan-
cial security? Vindication from a false 
accusation? Salvation for a wayward 
loved one? An explanation of some 
difficult theological concept? 

For two disciples of John the Baptist, this situation was 
more than an exercise in imagination. One day while they 
were with John, Jesus walked by and John announced, “Behold 
the Lamb of God!” (v.36). Instead of continuing to follow 
John, his two disciples started following Jesus.

When Jesus saw them, He asked, “What do you seek?” (v.38). 
Apparently John had taught them well, because their 

answer indicated that they were not seeking something for 
themselves but Jesus Himself. They wanted to know where 
Jesus was staying. Not only did Jesus show them the place, He 
spent the remainder of the day with them. 

I wonder how often we miss an opportunity to spend time 
with Jesus because we’re seeking something other than His 
presence. I know from experience that the more time I spend 
with Jesus, the less desire I have for a lot of things that once 
seemed very important.  —Julie Ackerman Link

Jesus longs for our fellowship 
even more than we long for His.

WHAT DO YOU SEEK?
Tuesday

Jesus turned,  
and seeing them 
following, said to 
them, “What do 

you seek?” 
JOHN 1:38



35 Again, the next day, 
John stood with two of his 
disciples. 36 And looking at 
Jesus as He walked, he said, 
“Behold the Lamb of God!”

37 The two disciples heard 
him speak, and they followed 
Jesus. 38 Then Jesus turned, 
and seeing them following, 
said to them, “What do you 
seek?”

They said to Him, “Rabbi” 
(which is to say, when 
translated, Teacher), “where 
are You staying?”

39 He said to them, “Come 
and see.” 

They came and saw where 

He was staying, and remained 
with Him that day (now it 
was about the tenth hour).

40 One of the two who 
heard John speak, and 
followed Him, was Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He 
first found his own brother 
Simon, and said to him, “We 
have found the Messiah” 
(which is translated, the 
Christ). 42 And he brought 
him to Jesus.

Now when Jesus looked at 
him, He said, “You are Simon 
the son of Jonah. You shall be 
called Cephas” (which is 
translated, A Stone).

Today’s Bible Reading
JOHN 1:35-42



ONE DAY I GOT A CALL from a 
young man named Ewing. He 
and our daughter Julie had 

known each other for nearly a year, 
and they were in love. Ewing wanted 
to know if he could marry Julie. After 
asking him several questions and getting the responses I 
needed to hear, I gave him my approval. Then came a big 
surprise. I asked him when he wanted to marry Julie, and he 
replied, “In 2 or 3 weeks.” He loved Julie so much that he 
wanted to be with her all the time. True love called for action.

About a month later, just 2 weeks after the wedding, my 
new son-in-law said to me, “I just want you to know that Julie 
is my best friend. We have such a great time together.”

After being married a long time, people may think that 
their experience makes them experts on matrimony. But I 
believe they can learn from newlyweds. First, when two 
people are truly in love, they will deeply care for each other 
and cherish their time together. Second, true love means that 
a couple’s relationship will be characterized by the good each 
one does for the other. How can two people with those char-
acteristics be anything but best friends? 

Jesus is the ultimate source of love and respect (EPH. 5:25-33). 
True love is Christlike love.  —Dave Branon

A successful marriage requires falling in love many 
times—with the same person.

TRUE LOVE

Wednesday

Let us love one 
another, for love  

is of God.  
1 JOHN 4:7



7 Beloved, let us love one 
another, for love is of God; 
and everyone who loves is 
born of God and knows God. 
8 He who does not love does 
not know God, for God is 
love. 9 In this the love of God 
was manifested toward us, 
that God has sent His only 
begotten Son into the world, 
that we might live through 
Him. 10 In this is love, not 
that we loved God, but that 
He loved us and sent His 
Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so 
loved us, we also ought to 
love one another. 

12 No one has seen God 

at any time. If we love one 
another, God abides in us, 
and His love has been 
perfected in us. 13 By this  
we know that we abide in 
Him, and He in us, because 
He has given us of His 
Spirit. 14 And we have seen 
and testify that the Father 
has sent the Son as Savior  
of the world. 15 Whoever 
confesses that Jesus is the 
Son of God, God abides in 
him, and he in God. 16 And 
we have known and 
believed the love that God 
has for us. God is love, and 
he who abides in love abides 
in God, and God in him.

Today’s Bible Reading
1 JOHN 4:7-16



       104-YEAR-OLD California man and  
       his 96-year-old wife recently  
                celebrated 80 years of marriage. 
She had been a 16-year-old “child 
bride” in a marriage the families had 
arranged. They had no dating 
period—no chance to “fall in love” by 
today’s standards. So many things were against them. Yet they 
raised five children, survived the Great Depression, and lived 
to see a day when nearly half of all marriages end in divorce.

How in the world did they do it? They did it the same way 
other members of their generation did it. They stayed together 
on the basis of values that are different from those shared by 
most newlyweds today. For them, love meant commitment “till 
death us do part.” What happened to those old values? Have we 
found better ideals, better principles of relationships, deeper 
insights, and better understanding? If so, why do so many 
people live with the regret of broken marriages, broken homes, 
broken families, and broken promises? 

Maybe it’s time to look again at the values that make mar-
riages work—values such as mercy, kindness, humility, long-
suffering, forbearance, and forgiveness (COL. 3:12,13). Do 
these sound old-fashioned? Perhaps, but they work. And they 
are the values we still need.  —Mart De Haan II

Love will endure when you keep it pure.

Thursday

Put on tender  
mercies, kindness, 
humility, meekness,  

longsuffering.  
COLOSSIANS 3:12

WHAT MAKES A  
MARRIAGE WORK?

A



12 Therefore, as the elect 
of God, holy and beloved, 
put on tender mercies, 
kindness, humility, meekness, 
long suffering; 13 bearing with 
one another, and forgiving 
one another, if anyone has a 
complaint against another; 
even as Christ forgave you, 
so you also must do. 14 But 
above all these things put on 
love, which is the bond of 
perfection. 

15 And let the peace of 
God rule in your hearts, to 
which also you were called in 
one body; and be thankful.  

16 Let the word of Christ dwell 
in you richly in all wisdom, 
teaching and admonishing 
one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord. 17 And 
whatever you do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through Him.

18 Wives, submit to your 
own husbands, as is fitting 
in the Lord.

19 Husbands, love your 
wives and do not be bitter 
toward them. 

Today’s Bible Reading
COLOSSIANS 3:12-19



SHORTLY AFTER Scottish preacher 
G. Campbell Morgan’s wed-
ding, his father visited the home 

the newlyweds had just furnished and 
decorated. After they had shown him 
the place with pride and satisfaction, 
he remarked, “Yes, it’s very nice, but 
no one walking through here would 
know whether you belong to God or the devil!”

Morgan was shocked by his father’s gruff but well-meaning 
comment. But he got the point. From that day forward, he 
made certain that in every room of his home there was some 
evidence of their faith in Christ. 

Many believers make an effort to include reminders of 
God’s grace and goodness in their homes. Just a Bible verse 
inscribed on a plaque or a tasteful work of art with a Christian 
theme may be all that is needed to encourage family members 
to serve and praise the Lord. 

Then too, the presence of Christian books and magazines 
can foster meditation on God’s Word. Such quiet testimonies 
may also open opportunities to speak to house guests about 
the goodness of the Lord. 

What about your home? Would a visitor have any clue as 
to your spiritual allegiance?  —Henry Bosch

What’s in your home mirrors what’s in your heart.

HOUSES THAT SPEAK

Friday

  These words . . . 
shall be in your 

heart . . . . You shall 
write them on the 
doorposts of your 

house.
DEUTERONOMY 6:6,9



1 I will extol You, my God, 
O King; and I will bless Your 
name forever and ever.

2 Every day I will bless 
You, and I will praise Your 
name forever and ever.

3 Great is the LORD, and 
greatly to be praised; and His 
greatness is unsearchable.

4 One generation shall 
praise Your works to 
another, and shall declare 
Your mighty acts.

5 I will meditate on the 
glorious splendor of Your 
majesty, and on Your 
wondrous works.

6 Men shall speak of the 
might of Your awesome  
acts, and I will declare Your 
greatness.

7 They shall utter the 

memory of Your great 
goodness, and shall sing of 
Your righteousness.

8 The LORD is gracious 
and full of compassion, slow 
to anger and great in mercy.

9 The LORD is good to all, 
and His tender mercies are 
over all His works.

10 All Your works shall 
praise You, O LORD, and 
Your saints shall bless You.

11 They shall speak of the 
glory of Your kingdom, and 
talk of Your power, 12 to make 
known to the sons of men His 
mighty acts, and the glorious 
majesty of His kingdom. 

13 Your kingdom is an 
everlasting kingdom, and 
Your dominion endures 
throughout all generations.

Today’s Bible Reading
PSALM 145:1-13



DISILLUSIONMENT  
IN MARRIAGE

IT MIGHT BEGIN AS EARLY AS THE HONEYMOON. The suspicion, 
the shadow that might already have been cast on the back 
edge of his or her thinking or emotions. A little smudge has 

appeared on her halo; a little tarnish on his suit of shining armor. 
She ignores it. But it keeps coming back. He’s not the gentle 

man she thought he was. He forgets about her feelings. She 
makes plans without consulting him. He makes financial com-
mitments without telling her. She ends their arguments without 
resolution.

Meanwhile, she’s disturbed by the thoughts she’s having. 
She has become preoccupied with his shortcomings. She 
remembers how good it felt as a single to make her own deci-
sions and spend her money on whatever she wanted. The more 
time goes by, the more unhappy and disillusioned she becomes.

Every marriage goes through stages of disillusionment. The 
new husband and wife run headlong into a gap between what 
they expected of their marriage and how it is actually turning 
out. It may occur on the honeymoon or while they are arranging 
the furniture in their apartment. They work it through, only to 
discover that disillusionment keeps on coming. It appears during 
the first months of the pregnancy, while their children are small, 
in career changes, when their children reach the teens, during 
their late 40s and middle 50s, and if the Lord gives them good 
health, into their 70s and 80s. 

This is how it is with a man and woman. Neither can be God 
to the other. Both are inclined toward their own selfishness. 
Neither is always satisfied to find contentment in God (PHIL. 
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4:11-13). Both struggle with and often give in to a heart that is 
as sinful as the Bible says (ROM. 7:14-25). And nothing exposes 
the flaws of human nature like marriage.

The Closeness Of Marriage. The very intimacy and shared 
identity of the marital relationship can cause disillusionment 
because that degree of closeness exposes our hearts. Unlike 
business relationships, where the roles are defined to allow for 
professional “distance,” marriage is designed for oneness. The 
man and woman soon know each other so very well. They 
share the pleasure of sex, the stages of pregnancy and child-
birth, the excitement of purchasing a new home, the good news 
of a promotion. They work through health or parental or teen-
age or financial crises together. They become so close that they 
know how each other feels and what the other is thinking.

But this closeness has a dark side. They know the best and 
the worst about each other. His inattention and absorption with 
work frustrates her. Her refusal to listen and trust his judgment 
angers him. She knows which words will make him angry or 
humiliate him. He knows she’ll be hurt by his compulsive spend-
ing, but he does it anyway.

In the intimacy of marriage we show our selfishness, our impa-
tience, our insensitivity, our anger. We become insulting, punitive, 
wounding. The closeness of marriage brings it out. It exposes us 
to our mate and, perhaps even more painfully, to ourselves. We 
begin to realize that our mate is not fulfilling our longings for 
security and affirmation and contentment. We feel betrayed. We 
trusted one another. Yet in unexpected ways marriage has exposed 
not only the faults of our mate but also of ourselves.

Wrong Motives For Marriage. All men and women, often 
without realizing it, enter marriage for some unhealthy rea-
sons. Oh, they have a lot of right reasons—to find companion-



ship, to have someone to love and care for, to enter a lifelong 
relationship, to honor the Lord. But as time goes by, it becomes 
obvious that even though “opposites attract,” this can become 
a source of frustrating opposition.

Suppose the man knows he tends to be impulsive. He’s never 
learned to manage money. He makes compulsive purchases 
that keep him at the edge of financial disaster. So he chooses a 
marital partner who is not only physically attractive to him but 
who also is a steady, self-controlled person. Before marriage, 
she seems to like his casual and spontaneous approach to life. 
He, on the other hand, feels safe when he’s with her.

After the marriage, neither can figure out what’s happen-
ing. Suddenly they find themselves in a battle of wills over 
money. She has to play the role of the one who always says 
no. She’s disappointed in him. She feels the isolation and pres-
sure of carrying a burden that should be shared. She married 
him to be his wife, not his mother.

The marriage is in trouble because he entered into it with a 
wrong motive. Other wrong motives a person may carry into 
marriage are: To get strength to fight an addiction. To get away 
from a bad home situation. To get protection from a domineer-
ing parent. To promote a career. To find much-needed approval. 
To resolve unhealthy sexual issues. Sooner or later, these under-
lying motives will show up. And when they do, they will lead 
to disillusionment that is also rooted in . . .

Destructive Behavior In Marriage. Some of those sinful, 
destructive patterns may be:

1. Nagging Criticism. It is “better to dwell in the wilderness, 
than with a contentious and angry woman” (PROV. 21:19). This 
is also true of a critical husband. Either may be motivated by 
feelings of inferiority or a need to divert attention from his or 



her own behavior. Such criticism helps us to see why Jesus 
taught us to first deal with our own sins before “helping others” 
with their problems (MATT. 7:1-5). Criticism is a dangerous 
source of disillusionment when it is used to keep attention off 
our own faults. 

2. Anger. Outbursts of anger, unchecked and often over 
minor issues, attack the security of the marriage. Uncontrolled 
anger is dangerous to any relationship. Proverbs 22:24 says, 
“Make no friendship with an angry man; and with a furious man 
do not go.” Yet, when anger suddenly shows up after vows are 
exchanged, the partner feels disillusioned and trapped.

3. Self-centeredness. When one spouse always has to have it 
his or her way, the result is contrary to the ways of God (PHIL. 
2:1-4). This can be disillusioning to those who thought that 
marriage would provide someone who would care for them.

4. Irritating Behaviors. The apostle Paul wrote that love 
“does not behave rudely” (1 COR. 13:5). So when selfish insensi-
tivities show up either in public or private, a spouse feels 
unloved. He or she feels vulnerable, undermined, disrespected, 
and endangered. If our “best friend” treats us like this, where 
can we run from our enemies?

5. Emotional Dishonesty. One spouse may deny his or her feel-
ings of frustration or disappointment. The perceived reason may 
be not to “hurt” the other person. The deeper motive, however, is 
to protect oneself from further hurt or conflict. Self-protection 
results in a lack of truth, a lack of love, and a growing distance and 
coolness that leads to deeper feelings of hopelessness.

Disillusionment appears in every marriage. It’s inevitable. 
To claim that it hasn’t or won’t happen to us is to deny real-
ity. How we face it when it appears may be the most crucial 
element of our marriage.



DECISIONS! Decisions! Decisions!   
We’re constantly making deci-
sions. Some are trivial, like, 

“Which outfit will I wear today?” Oth-
ers are life-shaping, like, “Should I take 
that job and move my family clear 
across the country?” But common sense 
tells us that some are vastly more important than others.

A group of doctors ran an ad in a New York newspaper. 
Over the picture of an attractive woman, the caption read, 
“The most important decision I ever made was choosing my 
spouse. The second, my plastic surgeon.” The text of the ad 
then suggested that the order of the priorities could be 
reversed! 

Choosing a spouse is immeasurably more important than 
choosing a plastic surgeon. But deciding to put your trust in 
Jesus as your Savior is the most important decision you can 
make in life. 

The apostle Peter told a group of unbelievers about Jesus 
and encouraged them to turn from their sin and trust Him 
(ACTS 2). Peter’s words speak to us today as well. If you haven’t 
accepted Christ’s free gift of forgiveness, pray to Him and ask 
Him to save you. And once you’ve done that, make the second 
most important decision: Determine to follow Christ’s leading 
daily.  —Vernon Grounds

Life’s biggest decision is what you do with Jesus.

THE BIGGEST DECISION

Monday

Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

and you will  
be saved.
ACTS 16:31



29 “Men and brethren,  
let me speak freely to you of 
the patriarch David, that he 
is both dead and buried, and 
his tomb is with us to this 
day. 30 Therefore, being a 
prophet, and knowing that 
God had sworn with an oath 
to him that of the fruit of his 
body, according to the flesh, 
He would raise up the Christ  
to sit on his throne, 31 he, 
foreseeing this, spoke 
concerning the resurrection 
of the Christ, that His soul 
was not left in Hades, nor 
did His flesh see corruption.  
32 This Jesus God has raised 
up, of which we are all 
witnesses. 33 Therefore being 
exalted to the right hand of 
God, and having received 
from the Father the promise 
of the Holy Spirit, He 
poured out this which you 
now see and hear. 34 For 

David did not ascend into 
the heavens, but he says 
himself: ‘The Lord said to my 
Lord, “Sit at My right hand, 
35 till I make Your enemies 
Your footstool.” ’ 36 Therefore 
let all the house of Israel 
know assuredly that God has 
made this Jesus, whom you 
crucified, both Lord and 
Christ.” 37 Now when they 
heard this, they were cut to 
the heart, and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, 
“Men and brethren, what 
shall we do?” 38 Then Peter 
said to them, “Repent, and 
let every one of you be 
baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of 
sins; and you shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
39 For the promise is to you 
and to your children, and to 
all who are afar off, as many 
as the Lord our God will call.”

Today’s Bible Reading
ACTS 2:29-39



NEW LOVE IS EXCITING! We’ve all 
seen it in newly married cou-
ples. It doesn’t matter if they’re 

20 or 70, love makes their faces beauti-
ful and their feet bounce.

It’s not only true of marriages. We’ve 
seen people who lovingly wash and 
wax their new sports car—and then do it all over again. 

Whether it’s a new car or a new relationship, at first we 
respond with wholehearted devotion. But with the passing 
of time, excitement often fades. Unrealistic hopes can blind 
us to the flaws in the object of our affection. When we 
expect too much from a person or a possession, we set our-
selves up for disappointment.

A car, a house, or a spouse may turn out to be less than ideal. 
But if our relationship with God cools, it’s because our com-
munication has broken down and disinterest has set in. It’s then 
that intimacy is lost. It happened with Israel (JER. 2:5-8); it hap-
pens with us. But we can’t blame God. He never changes. His 
love for us is unfailing! 

If your relationship with the Lord has grown cold, take 
time to think about who He is and what He has done. Draw 
near to Him in prayer. Then you won’t be left wondering 
where your love has gone.  —Mart De Haan II

To renew your love for Christ, 
review Christ’s love for you.

WHERE HAS LOVE GONE?
Tuesday

What injustice 
have your fathers 
found in Me, that 

they have gone far 
from Me?
JEREMIAH 2:5



1 Moreover the word of 
the LORD came to me, saying,

2 “Go and cry in the 
hearing of Jerusalem, saying, 
‘Thus says the LORD: “I 
remember you, the kindness of 
your youth, the love of your 
betrothal, when you went after 
Me in the wilderness, in a land 
not sown.

3 “Israel was holiness to 
the LORD, the firstfruits of 
His increase. All that devour 
him will offend; disaster will 
come upon them,” says the 
LORD.’ ”

4 Hear the word of the 
LORD, O house of Jacob and 

all the families of the house 
of Israel.

5 Thus says the LORD: 
“What injustice have your 
fathers found in Me, that 
they have gone far from Me, 
have followed idols, and 
have become idolaters?

6 “Neither did they say, 
‘Where is the LORD, who 
brought us up out of the land 
of Egypt, who led us through 
the wilderness, through a land 
of deserts and pits, through a 
land of drought and the 
shadow of death, through a 
land that no one crossed and 
where no one dwelt?’” 

Today’s Bible Reading
JEREMIAH 2:1-6



WHAT GOOD IS FAITH when all 
seems lost? I’ve asked that 
penetrating question in my 

life, and not long ago I received a letter 
from a mom who has asked it as well. 

She told me that she and her hus-
band set out in their marriage to seek God’s will for their lives 
and entrust their future to Him. Then their second son was born 
with Down syndrome. Their initial response was “grief, shock, 
and disbelief.” Yet the same day he was born, God used Philip-
pians 4:6-7 to put peace in their hearts and give them an undy-
ing love for their precious son. It says: “Let your requests be 
made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts.”

But their days in the desert were not over. Nine years later, 
their fourth son was diagnosed with cancer. Before he reached 
his third birthday, he was gone. Shock, pain, and sadness 
again broke into their world. And again, they found help from 
God and His Word. “When the grief overwhelms us,” says this 
mom, “we turn to God’s Word and His gift of eternal life 
through Jesus Christ.”

When life’s troubles hit you and your spouse like a tidal 
wave, you can remember that God’s compassions never fail 
(LAM. 3:22). He can give the hope you need.  —Dave Branon

Feeling hopeless reminds us 
that we are helpless without God.

SOURCE OF HOPE

Wednesday

Through the Lord’s 
mercies  

we are not 
consumed.  

LAMENTATIONS 3:22



19 Remember my 
affliction and roaming, the 
wormwood and the gall.

20 My soul still remembers 
and sinks within me. 21This I 
recall to my mind, therefore 
I have hope. 22 Through the 
LORD’S mercies we are not 
consumed, because His 
compassions fail not. 23 They 
are new every morning; 
great is Your faithfulness. 

24 “The LORD is my 
portion,” says my soul, 
“Therefore I hope in Him!” 
25 The LORD is good to 
those who wait for Him, to 
the soul who seeks Him.

26 It is good that one 
should hope and wait 
quietly for the salvation of 
the LORD. 27 It is good for a 
man to bear the yoke in his 
youth. . . . 31 The LORD will 
not cast off forever. 

32 Though He causes grief, 
yet He will show compassion 
according to the multitude of 
His mercies. 33 For He does 
not afflict willingly, nor grieve 
the children of men. . . . 

40 Let us search out and 
examine our ways, and turn 
back to the LORD; 41 let us lift 
our hearts and hands to God 
in heaven. 

Today’s Bible Reading
LAMENTATIONS 3:19-41



FROM ITS VERY BEGINNING, the insti-
tution of marriage has been the 
God-ordained bonding of one 

man and one woman to become one 
flesh as long as both shall live (GEN. 
2:21-24). But if the two are to become 
one in a growing, lifelong union, God must be central to that 
relationship. His will, His help, and His blessing are essential 
for any marriage to become all it can be.

Leadership magazine carried a short item sent in by Cathern 
Paxton that illustrates the importance of letting God be upper-
most in the marital relationship. She wrote, “A braid appears to 
contain only two strands of hair. But it is impossible to create a 
braid with only two strands. If the two could be put together at 
all, they would quickly unravel. Herein lies the mystery: What 
looks like two strands requires a third. The third strand, though 
not immediately evident, keeps the strand tightly woven.” Then 
Paxton concluded, “In a Christian marriage, God’s presence, like 
the third strand in a braid, holds husband and wife together.”

Give God the honor that is His due in your new home. Ask 
for His help. Count on His leading. Accept His authority. As 
you do, you will find that your marriage relationship will be 
held tightly together by an invisible third strand—the power 
and presence of God Himself.  —Dave Egner

It’s God who makes a marriage work.

THE THIRD STRAND

Thursday

They are  
no longer two  
but one flesh. 

MATTHEW 19:6



18 And the LORD God 
said, “It is not good that man 
should be alone; I will make 
him a helper comparable to 
him.” 19 Out of the ground 
the LORD God formed every 
beast of the field and every 
bird of the air, and brought 
them to Adam to see what  
he would call them. And 
whatever Adam called each 
living creature, that was its 
name. 20 So Adam gave 
names to all cattle, to the 
birds of the air, and to every 
beast of the field. But for 
Adam there was not found a 
helper comparable to him.

21 And the LORD God 
caused a deep sleep to fall 

on Adam, and he slept; and 
He took one of his ribs, and 
closed up the flesh in its 
place. 22 Then the rib which 
the LORD God had taken 
from man He made into a 
woman, and He brought her 
to the man.

23 And Adam said: “This is 
now bone of my bones and 
flesh of my flesh; she shall 
be called Woman, because 
she was taken out of Man.”

 24 Therefore a man shall 
leave his father and mother 
and be joined to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh. 

25 And they were both 
naked, the man and his wife, 
and were not ashamed.

Today’s Bible Reading
GENESIS 2:18-25



POET ARCHIBALD MACLEISH says 
that “love, like light, grows 
dearer towards the dark.” This is 

what he calls the “late, last wisdom of 
the afternoon.” The same is true of our 
love for one another; it can indeed 
grow dearer as we age. I have seen it 
myself in two elderly friends. 

Married for over 50 years, they are still very much in 
love. One is dying of pancreatic cancer; the other is dying 
of Parkinson’s disease. Last week I saw Barbara lean over 
Claude’s bed, kiss him, and whisper, “I love you.” Claude 
replied, “You’re beautiful.” 

 I thought of couples who have given up on their mar-
riages, who are unwilling to endure through better or worse, 
sickness or health, poverty or wealth, and I am saddened for 
them. They will miss the kind of love my friends enjoy in 
their latter years. 

I have watched Claude and Barbara over the years, and I 
know that deep faith in God, lifelong commitment, loyalty, and 
self-denying love are the dominant themes of their marriage. 
They have taught me that true love never gives up, it “never 
fails.” Theirs is the “late, last wisdom of the afternoon,” and it 
will continue to the end. May we express that same unfailing 
love to those we love.  —David Roper

Don’t put off until tomorrow  
the loving words you can say today.

LOVE NEVER FAILS

Friday

Now abide faith, 
hope, love, these 

three; but the 
greatest of these  

is love.
1 CORINTHIANS 13:13



8 Love never fails. But 
whether there are prophecies, 
they will fail; whether there 
are tongues, they will cease; 
whether there is knowledge, 
it will vanish away. 9 For we 
know in part and we 
prophesy in part. 10 But when 
that which is perfect has 
come, then that which is in 
part will be done away. 11 

When I was a child, I spoke 

as a child, I understood as a 
child, I thought as a child; 
but when I became a man, I 
put away childish things.  
12 For now we see in a mirror, 
dimly, but then face to face. 
Now I know in part, but then 
I shall know just as I also am 
known. 

13 And now abide faith, 
hope, love, these three; but 
the greatest of these is love.

Today’s Bible Reading
1 CORINTHIANS 13:8-13



FULFILLMENT IN MARRIAGE

THE KEY QUESTION when our marraige has hit a rough 
spot is, “Now what? What are we going to do about it?” 
The man’s and woman’s commitment to work through 

and resolve the issues creating the disillusionment is vitally 
important. It can lead to the kind of reconciliation and accep-
tance that makes marriage worth it for life. 

Some of us have known what it is like to feel the frustration 
and fear. The marriage is stuck. It isn’t growing. Yet we also 
see that running into the bedroom, slamming the door, and 
staying there for hours is not working.

At this point, we need to realize that all is not lost. There still 
is hope. In fact, our disillusionment has actually brought us to the 
threshold of the very love and security we’ve been looking for. 
To cross over this threshold of fulfillment, however, we must . . .

Let Our Marital Disappointment Help Us To Face Our Disap-
pointment With God. This step won’t be easy. After all, God is the 
One before whom we took our vows. He is the One we asked to 
bless our marriage. Yet, once again, He is the One who seems to 
have let us down. We may ask, “Should I be surprised? Isn’t He 
the One who let me have an alcoholic father or a suicidal 
mother? Should I now be surprised that He didn’t reach in and 
stop me when I drifted into a difficult marital relationship? He’s 
the One who hasn’t answered my prayers. He hasn’t changed my 
mate or taken away the gnawing emptiness inside me.”

In his book Bold Love, Christian counselor Dan Allender 
wrote, “A sexually abused person once told me, ‘When God did 
not intervene to stop the abuser, He lost any right to require me 
to do anything. He owes me; I owe Him nothing.’ Her words 
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are stark and brutal, but I believe she represents the core pos-
ture of the heart that struggles with God. She simply had the 
angry courage to put words to the battle to understand God’s 
goodness, His response to injustice, and the burden of fulfilling 
the royal law of love” (p.70). We may be angry with God 
because our marriage is not going as we expected. 

We may be holding Him accountable or accusing Him of 
breaking His promise of happiness to us. But as we struggle, 
we are at least taking Him seriously. And in our struggle we 
can compare our experience with the stories of other people 
who have been disappointed with God before finding fulfill-
ment in Him. 

The Bible tells about a man named Job who felt that God 
had been unfair to him. It tells us about a man named Joseph 
who was hated by his brothers, sold into slavery, and then 
falsely accused of trying to rape his employer’s wife. The Bible 
tells us about a whole nation of people who, after being deliv-
ered from the slave-yards of Egypt, concluded that God had led 
them out into a barren wilderness to destroy them. The Bible 
tells us about Jesus, the Son of God, who on the night before 
His betrayal and death pled with the Father to deliver Him 
from the suffering He was about to face. Over and over, the 
Bible introduces us to people whose disappointment with God 
bleeds through the pages of their lives.

Yet again and again the Bible shows that disillusionment can 
become the doorway to fulfillment. Job lived long enough to 
see his confidence in God restored and deepened (42:1-6). 
Joseph lived long enough to say to those family members who 
had harmed him, “You meant evil against me; but God meant it 
for good” (GEN. 50:20). Time after time the children of Israel saw 
bitter and frightening experiences turn into opportunities to 



witness the power and goodness of God. Jesus endured to the 
point of saying in Gethsemane, “Nevertheless not My will, but 
Yours, be done” (LUKE 22:42).

No one has ever suffered the betrayal, aloneness, abandon-
ment, and abuse that Christ did in the course of His life and 
death. No one ever experienced the kind of unfair treatment 
that He endured when He paid the price for our sins. Yet He 
lived and died and rose from the dead to declare along with 
Job and Joseph and other godly men and women of Israel, that, 
in time, God always shows Himself good and powerful and 
faithful to those who are willing to trust Him to the end. He 
can do the same for us in our marriage.

Christ showed us by His own example that we were not 
made to find complete fulfillment or security in any human 
relationship. He showed us that we are made to find our pro-
tection and contentment in God, and that only in this realiza-
tion can we be free to love and submit to one another.

By His own example Christ also helps us . . .
Let Our Relationship With God Become Our Source Of 

Marital Fulfillment. Followers of Christ are in a great position 
to face the issues that have brought disillusionment to their 
marriage. Biblical counselor Larry Crabb wrote, “The differ-
ence between godly and ungodly people is not that one group 
never hurts and the other group does, or that one reports more 
happiness than the other. The difference lies in what people do 
with their hurt. Either they do what comes naturally: use their 
hurt to justify self-centered efforts to relieve it, caring less 
about how they affect others and more about whether they are 
comfortable; or they do what comes unnaturally: use their 
hurt to better understand and encourage others while they 
cling desperately to the Lord for promised deliverance, pas-



sionately determined to do His will” (Men And Women, p.93). 
Once we learn that our ultimate well-being depends on God 

and not on our spouse, we will begin to experience the strength 
of the Lord. Once a husband believes that his relationship to 
God is more important than his relationship to his wife, he will 
begin to find a personal sense of significance that doesn’t 
depend on his wife’s responses or affirmation. He will begin to 
love her out of the love that he has found in Christ (EPH. 5:25).

Once a wife believes that her relationship with Christ is 
more important than her relationship to her husband, she can 
begin to find a source of security and acceptance that doesn’t 
depend on her husband’s ability to meet her needs. She can 
begin to accept her role as a wife out of the conviction that 
rightly motivated submission is actually a way of submitting 
herself to the lordship and provision of Christ (EPH. 5:22-24). 

This is not to say, however, that godly husbands and wives 
become independent of one another. It is important that we 
also . . .

Let Our Dependence On God Become A Basis For Loving 
Interdependence. A husband and wife who depend on God—
who find their strength and sufficiency in Him—will not be 
overly dependent on each other. Nor will they demand an 
unhealthy independence or domination.

God made man and woman as unique, specially gifted beings 
in His image. Neither of them is to rob the other of that God-
given uniqueness. But when they say, “I do,” they are choosing 
to give themselves to each other in a lifelong relationship.

The Bible helps us to understand how a husband and wife 
can be one, yet also be true to the unique person God made 
each to be. God made woman to be a companion and helper 
her husband can depend on. Genesis tells us, “The LORD God 



said, ‘It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him 
a helper comparable to him’” (2:18). Proverbs 31 describes an 
initiative-taking, God-gifted woman who did just that. She 
entered into an enterprise that her husband fully supported.

There was an interdependent relationship between this 
couple in Proverbs 31. God gave the wife multiple gifts, 
including good business sense. Her husband apparently was 
not jealous of her gifts, nor did he deny her their use. He did 
not try to remake her into something she was not. We can 
assume that he loved her for the woman God made her to be. 
She, in turn, used her gifts in a way that produced harmony 
and marital success, as well as business success. Scripture 
encourages respect of each other, and an acceptance of the 
other’s gifts as the person God made him or her to be.

The interdependence of husbands and wives also has impli-
cations for their sexual relationship. The Scriptures make it 
clear that husbands and wives are to protect, enjoy, and share 
mutual expectations in the intimacy of the marital bed. The 
sexual dimension of marriage is designed by the Lord to bring 
continuing pleasure and exhilarating renewal to the relation-
ship. The wise author of Proverbs wrote these words to hus-
bands:

Drink water from your own cistern, and running water 
from your own well. Should your fountains be dispersed 
abroad, streams of water in the streets? Let them be only 
your own, and not for strangers with you. Let your 
fountain be blessed, and rejoice with the wife of your youth. 
As a loving deer and a graceful doe, let her breasts satisfy 
you at all times; and always be enraptured with her love 
(PROV. 5:15-19).



When a man and woman marry, they have the right to 
expect sexual fulfillment from each other:

Let the husband render to his wife the affection due her, and 
likewise also the wife to her husband. The wife does not 
have authority over her own body, but the husband does. 
And likewise the husband does not have authority over his 
own body, but the wife does (1 COR. 7:3-4).

If one partner decides to abstain for a time, they must mutu-
ally agree and keep the time brief:

Do not deprive one another except with consent for a time, 
that you may give yourselves to fasting and prayer; and 
come together again so that Satan does not tempt you 
because of your lack of self-control (1 COR. 7:5).

For such mutual pleasure, husbands and wives are to depend 
on one another. When we offer ourselves to one another in love, 
God Himself is pleased. When we fail, the pleasure goes to Satan.

The Actions Of Love. This brings us to 1 Corinthians 13. 
This chapter about love has no greater application than within 
the context of marriage. “Love suffers long and is kind; loves 
does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed up; does 
not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, 
thinks no evil; does not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the 
truth; bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 
endures all things. Love never fails” (vv.4-8).

You might want to read this passage again. Where the word 
love appears, put in your name. Now ask yourself if this is how 
you treat your husband or your wife. This is what it means to 
love. Love takes action and trusts God to give the promise of 
marriage to couples who are willing to trust Him.



THE REALITY BEHIND THE 
PICTURE OF MARRIAGE

MARRIAGE IS A PICTURE of the relationship between 
Christ and the church. Jesus called the church His 
bride, and the Bible refers to Him as the Bridegroom. 

The church is made up of all who believe in Jesus as their 
Savior. The allegiance, sacrificial love, and faithfulness of the 
husband and wife is a picture of the relationship between 
Christ and the church. The promise of their “marriage” will 
be fulfilled when Jesus returns for His bride.

What about you? What is your relationship with Jesus? Are 
you part of His bride through faith in Him? Will you join Him 
at His coming because you have trusted in Him?

The way to experience the promise of heaven is through 
faith. If you will acknowledge that you are a sinner and cannot 
save yourself (ROM. 3:23; EPH. 2:8-9), and if you will trust Jesus as 
your Savior, you will become part of His bride. He came to 
earth to live the sinless life you could not live. He died on the 
cross to pay the penalty for your sin. And by His resurrection 
from the dead, God showed that His sacrifice had been 
accepted, that the penalty for sin had been paid in full.

Your part is to believe. “For God so loved the world that He 
gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life” (JOHN 3:16). Trust Jesus 
today. You will experience the promise of a wonderful relation-
ship with Christ and can look forward to the promise of heaven.

Weekend excerpts adapted from What Is The Promise Of Marriage?  
© 1992, 2002 RBC Ministries. Read it in its entirety at  
www.discoveryseries.org/q0805

God and You


