
For years after the 
Great Depression, the 
stock market strug-

gled to win back investors’ 
confidence. Then, in 1952, 
Harry Markowitz suggested 
that investors spread their stock holdings over sev-
eral companies and industries. He developed a theory 
for portfolio selection that helped investors in uncer-
tain times. In 1990, Markowitz and two others won 
the Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences for 
their theory. 
 Like those jittery investors, we may also find 
ourselves frozen in fear after a “crash” in our personal 
lives, unsure how to pick up the pieces and move on. 
We might even spend our remaining lives waiting for 
a “Markowitz moment,” when one big idea or action 
can help us recover from a previous failure.
 We forget that Jesus has already done that on our 
behalf. Because He gave His life, and rose from 
the dead, when we “fall,” we can “rise” with Him, 
for He “delights in showing unfailing love” (Micah 
7:8,18).
 The moment we find Jesus, our eternity with Him 
begins. He walks alongside us so He can change us 
into the people we long to be and were created to 
be.  —Randy Kilgore

Look up from your failure, and  
you’ll find God standing ready to receive you.

Failure:  
liFe’s Great teacher
We want to succeed in whatever we do. No one wants 
to fail. But who among us can honestly say that he 
or she has never experienced failure before? Inventor 
Thomas Edison, one who is well acquainted with 
failures, demonstrated a resilience that encourages 
us to pick up ourselves after a failure. He shared, 
“I have not failed. I’ve just found 10,000 ways that 
won’t work.”
 Indeed, failure is a great teacher. It is the precursor 
for success if we learn from it. This selection of 
articles from Our Daily Bread talks about learning 
from failures. If you find these articles helpful 
and would like to receive the Our Daily Bread 
devotional, just complete the request form in this 
leaflet and send it to us. Our materials are offered at 
no charge. We are supported by the freewill donations 
of friends who believe in our mission of making the 
life-changing wisdom of the Bible understandable 
and accessible to all.
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the crash

Day 5

The Lord will bring 
me into the light, 
and I will see his 
righteousness.

MICAH 7:9

Today’s Bible Reading
Micah 7:8-9,18-20

Life is a risky enter-
prise. Sometimes we 
fly high, enjoying 

great success. But then sud-
denly we fall into deep disap-
pointments and the haunting 
reality of failure, leaving our 
hearts wondering if there 
is anything worth looking  
forward to.
 At a funeral recently, the pastor told the story about 
a trapeze artist. The performer admitted that although 
he is seen as the star of the show, the real star is the 
catcher—the teammate who hangs from another tra-
peze bar to grab him and guarantee a safe landing. The 
key, he explained, is trust. With outstretched arms, the 
flyer must trust that the catcher is ready and able to 
grab him. Dying is like trusting in God as the catcher. 
After we have flown through life, we can look forward 
to God reaching out to catch His followers and to pull 
us safely to Himself forever. I like that thought.
 This reminds me of Jesus’ comforting words to His 
disciples: “Let not your heart be troubled . . . I go to 
prepare a place for you. And . . . I will come again and 
receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may 
be also” (John 14:1-3 nkjv)
 Life is indeed a risky business, but be encouraged! 
If you have put your faith in Jesus Christ, the Catcher is 
waiting at the end to take you safely home.  —Joe Stowell

Our heavenly Father’s arms will  
one day catch His children.

the catcher

Day 6

If I go and prepare 
a place for you,  

I will come again 
and receive you to 
Myself; that where  

I am, there you  
may be also.
JOHN 14:3 (nkjv) 

Today’s Bible Reading
John 14:1-6

Many people, making even the smallest of donations, enable            
Our Daily Bread Ministries to reach others with the life-changing 
wisdom of the Bible. We are not funded or endowed by any group or 
denomination.
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Never confuse a single defeat with  
a final defeat.
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Inventor Charles Ketter-
ing has suggested that 
we must learn to fail 

intelligently. He said, “Once 
you’ve failed, analyze the 
problem and find out why, 
because each failure is one 
more step leading up to the 
cathedral of success. The only time you don’t want to 
fail is the last time you try.”
 Kettering gave these suggestions for turning failure 
into success: (1) Honestly face defeat; never fake suc-
cess. (2) Exploit the failure; don’t waste it. Learn all 
you can from it. (3) Never use failure as an excuse for 
not trying again.
 Kettering’s practical wisdom holds a deeper mean-
ing for the Christian. The Holy Spirit is constantly 
working in us, giving us the desire and the power to do 
what pleases God. Hence we know that failure is never 
final. We can’t reclaim lost time. And we can’t always 
make things right, although we should try. Some con-
sequences of our sins can never be reversed. But we 
can make a new start, because Jesus died to pay the 
penalty for all our sins and is our advocate who pleads 
our case before God.
 Knowing how to benefit from failure is the key to 
success. According to 1 John 1:9, we need to confess our 
sins, and God will forgive us our sins. This is the first 
step in turning our failure into success.  —Dennis DeHaan

Failure is never final for those  
who begin again with God.

One of the fads of 
1970s America was  
the motorcycle 

jump. This trend reached its 
high (and low) point on Sep-
tember 8, 1974. Thousands 
of spectators gathered around the Snake River Canyon 
in Idaho to see if Evel Knievel could jump across the 
chasm in a specially designed “sky cycle.” In the end, 
however, it was unsuccessful. Knievel made it only 
part of the way across the gulf before his parachute 
deployed and he dropped to the canyon floor below. 
Some spectators asked, “How far across the canyon 
did he get?” But that wasn’t the point. He didn’t make 
it all the way across, so he fell short of his goal.
 This scene is a good illustration of sin. The Bible 
talks about sin in Romans 3:23, where Paul declared, 
“Everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glori-
ous standard.” No one is capable of bridging the gap 
between God and ourselves by our own efforts, but 
the Savior came to do just that on our behalf. Christ 
perfectly fulfilled God’s standards, then gave His life 
on the cross to pay for our failure and wrongdoing. 
Where we could only fall short, Christ’s work, offered 
in love, accomplished all that was needed.
 Our response is to trust Him and receive this match-
less gift of salvation.  —Bill Crowder

The cross of Christ bridges the gap  
we could never cross on our own.

The pharmacist had a 
good reputation. He 
was a family man and 

a good businessman. News 
reports listed his worth in 
the millions. Yet, to increase 
his profits, this trusted pro-
fessional began to dilute the 
strength of the chemotherapy drugs he was dispensing. 
He was caught and convicted of the crime. He left many 
health-care workers asking, “How could this happen?”
 Some of the same questions must have been asked 
about King David. Known as a man after God’s own 
heart, he used the power of his office to take another 
man’s wife. Then he conspired to take her husband’s 
life. The man who died was one of David’s own military 
officers who was away from home fighting the king’s 
battles.
 We could look at the failures of well-known people to 
feel better about ourselves. But if we feel good about the 
wrongs of others, we don’t know ourselves. The Bible 
doesn’t tell us about the sins of David to weaken our 
sense of moral alarm, but to put all of us on notice.
 The failures of others should cause us to be more 
aware of our own weaknesses and need for the grace of 
Christ. Only in the knowledge of our weakness will we 
be dependent on the strength of our God.  —Mart DeHaan

The Bible is a mirror that reflects how  
God sees us.

The college commence-
ment speaker was the 
president of a large cor-

poration. He was chosen for 
the occasion because of his 
success. Yet his speech came 
with a most unusual wish for 
the graduates.
 The speaker told the students sitting before him in 
their graduation gowns, “If I could have one hope for 
you as you go out into the world, it would be this: I 
hope you fail. I hope that you fail at something that is 
important to you.” He went on to say how his own early 
life had been one failure after another, until he learned 
to see failure as an effective teacher.
 Many of the songs of Israel were born in seasons of 
failure. Out of desperation came the cry, “As the deer 
longs for streams of water, so I long for you, O God. I 
thirst for God, the living God” (Psalm 42:1-2).
 Sometimes we are not ready to see the wonder of 
God’s wisdom and strength until we are gasping for 
breath in the exhaustion of our own strength.
 A recurring story of the Bible is that mountains of 
faith rise from the valleys of failure. Before discovering 
the high ground we are looking for, we may need to see 
the failure of the dreams we hold in our hearts and trust 
instead in the love, wisdom, and guidance of our God.
—Mart DeHaan

Learn from your failures,  
or you will fail to learn.
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But if we confess 
our sins to him, 
he is faithful and 
just to forgive us 
our sins and to 

cleanse us from all 
wickedness. 

1 JOHN 1:9 

Everyone has 
sinned; we all fall 

short of God’s 
glorious standard.

ROMANS 3:23

Such things were 
written in the 

Scriptures long 
ago to teach us. 

And the Scriptures 
give us hope and 
encouragement.

ROMANS 15:4

Why am I 
discouraged? Why 

is my heart so 
sad? I will put my 

hope in God!
PSALM 42:5

Today’s Bible Reading
PsalM 42

Today’s Bible Reading
RoMans 3:19-28

Today’s Bible Reading
1 John 1:5-2:2

Today’s Bible Reading
2 saMuel 12:1-14
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step in turning our failure into success.  —Dennis DeHaan

Failure is never final for those  
who begin again with God.

One of the fads of 
1970s America was  
the motorcycle 

jump. This trend reached its 
high (and low) point on Sep-
tember 8, 1974. Thousands 
of spectators gathered around the Snake River Canyon 
in Idaho to see if Evel Knievel could jump across the 
chasm in a specially designed “sky cycle.” In the end, 
however, it was unsuccessful. Knievel made it only 
part of the way across the gulf before his parachute 
deployed and he dropped to the canyon floor below. 
Some spectators asked, “How far across the canyon 
did he get?” But that wasn’t the point. He didn’t make 
it all the way across, so he fell short of his goal.
 This scene is a good illustration of sin. The Bible 
talks about sin in Romans 3:23, where Paul declared, 
“Everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God’s glori-
ous standard.” No one is capable of bridging the gap 
between God and ourselves by our own efforts, but 
the Savior came to do just that on our behalf. Christ 
perfectly fulfilled God’s standards, then gave His life 
on the cross to pay for our failure and wrongdoing. 
Where we could only fall short, Christ’s work, offered 
in love, accomplished all that was needed.
 Our response is to trust Him and receive this match-
less gift of salvation.  —Bill Crowder

The cross of Christ bridges the gap  
we could never cross on our own.

The pharmacist had a 
good reputation. He 
was a family man and 

a good businessman. News 
reports listed his worth in 
the millions. Yet, to increase 
his profits, this trusted pro-
fessional began to dilute the 
strength of the chemotherapy drugs he was dispensing. 
He was caught and convicted of the crime. He left many 
health-care workers asking, “How could this happen?”
 Some of the same questions must have been asked 
about King David. Known as a man after God’s own 
heart, he used the power of his office to take another 
man’s wife. Then he conspired to take her husband’s 
life. The man who died was one of David’s own military 
officers who was away from home fighting the king’s 
battles.
 We could look at the failures of well-known people to 
feel better about ourselves. But if we feel good about the 
wrongs of others, we don’t know ourselves. The Bible 
doesn’t tell us about the sins of David to weaken our 
sense of moral alarm, but to put all of us on notice.
 The failures of others should cause us to be more 
aware of our own weaknesses and need for the grace of 
Christ. Only in the knowledge of our weakness will we 
be dependent on the strength of our God.  —Mart DeHaan

The Bible is a mirror that reflects how  
God sees us.

The college commence-
ment speaker was the 
president of a large cor-

poration. He was chosen for 
the occasion because of his 
success. Yet his speech came 
with a most unusual wish for 
the graduates.
 The speaker told the students sitting before him in 
their graduation gowns, “If I could have one hope for 
you as you go out into the world, it would be this: I 
hope you fail. I hope that you fail at something that is 
important to you.” He went on to say how his own early 
life had been one failure after another, until he learned 
to see failure as an effective teacher.
 Many of the songs of Israel were born in seasons of 
failure. Out of desperation came the cry, “As the deer 
longs for streams of water, so I long for you, O God. I 
thirst for God, the living God” (Psalm 42:1-2).
 Sometimes we are not ready to see the wonder of 
God’s wisdom and strength until we are gasping for 
breath in the exhaustion of our own strength.
 A recurring story of the Bible is that mountains of 
faith rise from the valleys of failure. Before discovering 
the high ground we are looking for, we may need to see 
the failure of the dreams we hold in our hearts and trust 
instead in the love, wisdom, and guidance of our God.
—Mart DeHaan

Learn from your failures,  
or you will fail to learn.
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Inventor Charles Ketter-
ing has suggested that 
we must learn to fail 

intelligently. He said, “Once 
you’ve failed, analyze the 
problem and find out why, 
because each failure is one 
more step leading up to the 
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For years after the 
Great Depression, the 
stock market strug-

gled to win back investors’ 
confidence. Then, in 1952, 
Harry Markowitz suggested 
that investors spread their stock holdings over sev-
eral companies and industries. He developed a theory 
for portfolio selection that helped investors in uncer-
tain times. In 1990, Markowitz and two others won 
the Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic Sciences for 
their theory. 
 Like those jittery investors, we may also find 
ourselves frozen in fear after a “crash” in our personal 
lives, unsure how to pick up the pieces and move on. 
We might even spend our remaining lives waiting for 
a “Markowitz moment,” when one big idea or action 
can help us recover from a previous failure.
 We forget that Jesus has already done that on our 
behalf. Because He gave His life, and rose from 
the dead, when we “fall,” we can “rise” with Him, 
for He “delights in showing unfailing love” (Micah 
7:8,18).
 The moment we find Jesus, our eternity with Him 
begins. He walks alongside us so He can change us 
into the people we long to be and were created to 
be.  —Randy Kilgore

Look up from your failure, and  
you’ll find God standing ready to receive you.

Failure:  
liFe’s Great teacher
We want to succeed in whatever we do. No one wants 
to fail. But who among us can honestly say that he 
or she has never experienced failure before? Inventor 
Thomas Edison, one who is well acquainted with 
failures, demonstrated a resilience that encourages 
us to pick up ourselves after a failure. He shared, 
“I have not failed. I’ve just found 10,000 ways that 
won’t work.”
 Indeed, failure is a great teacher. It is the precursor 
for success if we learn from it. This selection of 
articles from Our Daily Bread talks about learning 
from failures. If you find these articles helpful 
and would like to receive the Our Daily Bread 
devotional, just complete the request form in this 
leaflet and send it to us. Our materials are offered at 
no charge. We are supported by the freewill donations 
of friends who believe in our mission of making the 
life-changing wisdom of the Bible understandable 
and accessible to all.

© 2015 by Our Daily Bread Ministries. All rights reserved.

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are taken from the Holy 
Bible, New Living Translation, copyright ©1996, 2004, 2007. Used by 
permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188.  
All rights reserved.

the crash

Day 5

The Lord will bring 
me into the light, 
and I will see his 
righteousness.

MICAH 7:9

Today’s Bible Reading
Micah 7:8-9,18-20

Life is a risky enter-
prise. Sometimes we 
fly high, enjoying 

great success. But then sud-
denly we fall into deep disap-
pointments and the haunting 
reality of failure, leaving our 
hearts wondering if there 
is anything worth looking  
forward to.
 At a funeral recently, the pastor told the story about 
a trapeze artist. The performer admitted that although 
he is seen as the star of the show, the real star is the 
catcher—the teammate who hangs from another tra-
peze bar to grab him and guarantee a safe landing. The 
key, he explained, is trust. With outstretched arms, the 
flyer must trust that the catcher is ready and able to 
grab him. Dying is like trusting in God as the catcher. 
After we have flown through life, we can look forward 
to God reaching out to catch His followers and to pull 
us safely to Himself forever. I like that thought.
 This reminds me of Jesus’ comforting words to His 
disciples: “Let not your heart be troubled . . . I go to 
prepare a place for you. And . . . I will come again and 
receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may 
be also” (John 14:1-3 nkjv)
 Life is indeed a risky business, but be encouraged! 
If you have put your faith in Jesus Christ, the Catcher is 
waiting at the end to take you safely home.  —Joe Stowell

Our heavenly Father’s arms will  
one day catch His children.

the catcher

Day 6

If I go and prepare 
a place for you,  

I will come again 
and receive you to 
Myself; that where  

I am, there you  
may be also.
JOHN 14:3 (nkjv) 

Today’s Bible Reading
John 14:1-6

Many people, making even the smallest of donations, enable            
Our Daily Bread Ministries to reach others with the life-changing 
wisdom of the Bible. We are not funded or endowed by any group or 
denomination.
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Never confuse a single defeat with  
a final defeat.
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